
DOCTOR OF 

PODIATRIC MEDICINE
(DPM)



What is a Doctor of 

Podiatric Medicine (DPM)?

 A Doctor of Podiatric Medicine (DPM), known also as a podiatric physician or 
surgeon, is qualified by their education and training to diagnose and treat 
conditions affecting the foot, ankle and related structures of the leg.

 A DPM is a specialist in the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of lower 
extremity disorders, diseases and injuries. A podiatric physician works 
independently, utilizes x-rays and laboratory tests for diagnostic purposes, 
prescribes medications, orders physical therapy, sets fractures, and performs 
surgery. As part of a healthcare team, the DPM works closely with other 
health professionals to treat and control disease.

 Within the profession, podiatric physicians can specialize in a variety of areas 
such as surgery, orthopedics, or public health. Besides these certified 
specialties, podiatrists may practice a subspecialty such as sports medicine, 
pediatrics, dermatology, radiology, geriatrics, or diabetic foot care. Podiatric 
physicians are the only doctors to receive specialized medical and surgical 
training, and board certification in the care of the lower extremity.

www.aacpm.org/becoming-a-podiatric-physician/

https://www.aacpm.org/becoming-a-podiatric-physician/


What Does a DPM Do?

In an average day a DPM may:

 Provide individual consultations to patients concerning continued treatment of 

disorders and preventive foot care.

 Diagnose foot ailments such as tumors, ulcers, fractures, skin or nail diseases, 

and congenital or acquired deformity such as weak feet and foot imbalance.

 Use innovative methods to treat conditions such as corns, calluses, bunions, heel 

spurs, ingrown toenails, arch problems, shortened tendons, cysts, bone disorders, 

and abscesses.

 Design corrective orthotics, plaster casts, and strappings to correct deformities.

 Design flexible casting for foot and ankle fractures, sprains, or other injuries.

 Correct walking patterns and balance, and promote the overall ability to move 

more efficiently and comfortably.

 Refer patients to other physicians when symptoms observed in the feet indicate 

disorders such as diabetes, arthritis, heart disease, or kidney disease.

www.aacpm.org/becoming-a-podiatric-physician/

http://www.aacpm.org/becoming-a-podiatric-physician/


Where Do DPMs Work?

DPMs are licensed in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico and 

practice in a variety of settings including:

 Private or Group Medical Practice

 Health Maintenance Organizations (HMOs)

 Preferred Provider Organizations (PPOs)

 Hospitals and Extended Care Facilities

 Public Health Service

 Department of Veterans Affairs

 Armed Forces

 Municipal Health Departments

 Health Professions Schools

www.aacpm.org/becoming-a-podiatric-physician/

https://www.aacpm.org/becoming-a-podiatric-physician/


It’s Good to Be a Podiatrist!

 DPMs work in a specialty and an industry for which there is a growing demand, 

a declining supply, and formidable barriers to entry.

 You can’t be laid off in a bad economy, and you control your work environment.

 Many DPMs claim they chose this specialty for “lifestyle” reasons such as 

having more time to spend with their families.

 Opportunities are increasing for DPMs… There is a growing respect and 

demand for their specialty.

 Every podiatric practice is unique and takes on the personality of its 

practitioner(s).

 Podiatric physicians not only save limbs, they keep patients walking.

 Average annual salary: $129,550

There’s more!

podiatrym.com/pdf/2013/6/Hultman812web.pdf

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/podiatrists.htm#tab-5
https://podiatrym.com/pdf/2013/6/Hultman812web.pdf
https://podiatrym.com/pdf/2013/6/Hultman812web.pdf


Podiatric Medical Schools

 Arizona School of Podiatric Medicine at Midwestern University

 Barry University School of Podiatric Medicine

 California School of Podiatric Medicine at Samuel Merritt University

 College of Podiatric Medicine and Surgery at Des Moines University

 Kent State University College of Podiatric Medicine

 New York College of Podiatric Medicine

 Dr. William M. Scholl College of Podiatric Medicine at Rosalind Franklin 

University of Medicine and Science

 Temple University School of Podiatric Medicine

 Western University of Health Sciences, College of Podiatric Medicine

www.aacpm.org/colleges/

https://www.midwestern.edu/programs-and-admission/az-podiatric-medicine.html
https://www.barry.edu/podiatry/
https://www.samuelmerritt.edu/podiatric_medicine
https://www.dmu.edu/cpms/
https://www.kent.edu/cpm
http://www.nycpm.edu/
http://www.rosalindfranklin.edu/scholl/Home.aspx
http://podiatry.temple.edu/
https://www.westernu.edu/podiatry/
https://www.aacpm.org/colleges/


Admission Requirements

 Prerequisite courses often include:

Biology (2-3 semesters)

General Chemistry (2 semesters)

Organic Chemistry (2 semesters)

Physics (2 semesters)

English (2 semesters)

 Average GPA: 3.3 overall / 3.2 science

 Average MCAT: 494  

 Students also submit an application with personal essay and letters of recommendation

 On-site interviews are required of invited applicants

 Applications open in August for admission the following fall. Students apply through a 

common application called the AACPMAS.

www.aacpm.org/statistics/

https://aacpmas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login
https://www.aacpm.org/statistics/


Sample Curriculum 
from New York College of Podiatric Medicine

Semester 5 Semester 6

CPR/AED for the Prof'l. Rescuer Functional Orthopedics III

Functional Orthopedics II Medical Imaging

Podiatric Medicine II Physical & Rehabilitation Medicine

Pod. Surgery of Foot & Ankle II Sports Medicine

Podopediatrics II Traumatology

Internal Medicine Intro. to General Surgery

Orthopedics Clerkship Emergency Medicine

Physical Diagnosis Clerkship Topics in Health Care Delivery & 

Phys. & Rehab. Medicine Clerkship Community Medicine

Podiatric Medicine Clerkship Capstone Clinical Experience

Podiatric Surgery Clerkship and Comprehensive Assessment

Podopediatrics Clerkship Geriatrics

Radiology Clerkship

Honors Clerkship in Dermatopathology

THIRD YEAR

Semester 1 Semester 2

Bacteriology Clinical Anatomy

Biochemistry Molecular Biology & Molecular Genetics

Cell Biology and Histology & Lab Physiology Lab

Introduction to Genetics Immunology

Neuroscience

FIRST YEAR

Externship Program I Internal Medicine Clerkship

Externship Program II Senior Radiology Clerkship

Externship Program III Comprehensive Podiatric Hospital Rotation

Externship Program IV General Surgery Clerkship

Emergency Medicine Clerkship Senior Surgery of Foot and Ankle

Semesters 7 & 8

FOURTH YEAR

Semester 3 Semester 4

Infectious Diseases Fundamentals of Pathophysiology

Lower Extremety Anatomy Lab Pharmacology

Pathology I & Lab Pathology II

Physical Assessment & Lab Anesthesiology

Medical Ethics and the Art of Doctoring Biomechanics

Research Methology and Epidemiology Dermatology

Functional Orthopedics I

Neurology

Podopediatrics I

Podiatric Medicine I

Clinical Skills

Podiatric Surgery of Foot and Ankle I

SECOND YEAR



The Statistics

 First year enrollment totals range from 500-600 per year.

 For the 2017-18 academic year, 883 individuals applied to at least one of the 

nine podiatric medical schools. A total of 618 first year students entered into 

study in the fall of 2018. Women made up 387 (43%) of the applicants and 250 

(40%) of matriculating students in 2018.

 Underrepresented minority student populations are expected to increase in the 

future.

www.aacpm.org/statistics/

https://www.aacpm.org/statistics/


Why Did You Choose Podiatry?

 Why I Chose a DPM Degree Over the MD and DO Degrees, by Blake Wallace
“It was only after I started working as a medical assistant for a podiatrist that I fell in love 
with the profession…”

 Why I Chose Podiatry School, Joseph Baker
“I shadowed several different doctors, including an internist, an otolaryngologist, and an 
orthopedic surgeon … my decision to apply to podiatry school came after shadowing a 
podiatrist.”

 Why Podiatry Really is the Best-Kept Secret in Medicine, Rami Basatneh
“Our clinical instructor noticed my interest in sports medicine during a lower extremity 
workshop. He recommended that I shadow one of his close friends, a podiatrist.”

 Why I Became a Podiatrist, by Kevin A. Kirby, DPM
“I started out as a runner…”

https://www.podiatrytoday.com/why-i-chose-dpm-degree-over-md-and-do-degrees
https://www.studentdoctor.net/2009/09/13/why-i-chose-podiatry-school/
https://www.podiatrytoday.com/blogged/why-podiatry-really-best-kept-secret-medicine
https://www.podiatrytoday.com/why-i-became-podiatrist


DPM Mentors Network

Podiatric Medicine does a great job matching interested students with current podiatric physicians 

and medical students. www.dpmnetwork.org/membership/find-a-mentor/

https://www.dpmnetwork.org/
https://www.dpmnetwork.org/membership/find-a-mentor/


CSPM Podiatry Experience: 

Summer Immersion Program

Looking for summer a experience?  Curious about a career in Podiatric Medicine?  

The California School of Podiatric Medicine is proud to sponsor a three-day podiatry 

workshop that provides participants with an opportunity to explore the profession of 

Podiatric Medicine and Surgery!

Application deadline: May 15

http://www.samuelmerritt.edu/cspmexperience


For More Information

American Association of Colleges of Podiatric Medicine (AACPM): www.aacpm.org

American Podiatric Medical Association (APMA): www.apma.org

American Podiatric Medical Students’ Association (APMSA): www.apmsa.org

American Association for Women Podiatrists (AAWP): www.americanwomenpodiatrists.com

Podiatry Today: www.podiatrytoday.com

Podiatric Medical School Application Service: aacpmas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login

https://www.aacpm.org/
https://www.apma.org/
http://www.apmsa.org/
https://www.americanwomenpodiatrists.com/
http://www.podiatrytoday.com/
https://aacpmas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login

